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erenity in the City

A NEWLY BUILT ATLANTA HOME IS IMBUED WITH LOUISIANA
CHARACTER AND A TIMELESS SENSIBILITY AT THE HANDS OF
INTERIOR DESIGNER CHRISTY DILLARD KRATZER.

TEXT EMILY JACKSON | PHOTOGRAPHY JOHN O'HAGAN
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very city has a well-kept secret. For
Atlantans, it is their neighborhood

parks—enveloped in a verdant

canopy of grand oaks and Southern
pines—that make the urban hustle
and bustle seem like a world away.
One such hidden gem, known to Buckhead area
locals as the “Duck Pond,” preserves its idyllic 1922
landscape that includes a lake with an island, stone
bridges, and meandering pathways. Nestled in a
century-old neighborhood, the Duck Pond is
flanked by a breadth of architectural styles from
Tudors to Cape Cod-inspired homes that take
advantage of the park’s placid view. When a corner
lot overlooking the peaceful surroundings became
available, designer Christy Dillard Kratzer’s clients
seized the opportunity to build a primary residence
that paid homage to their roots. “The homeowners
are originally from Louisiana, and the house
reflects that in its beautiful Greek Revival style.
Since their children are grown, they wanted a
home with classical proportions and spaces that

Previous pages: On the front
porch, inimate seating
groupings including a wicker
porch swing and a bistro
fable, and chairs offer relaxing
perches from which fo enjoy
views of the pond. The lush
surroundings inform the green
fone painted on the porch floor
and shutters. Opposite: “The
music room’s red walls were
inspired by some of the fabrics
and art in the living room. VWe
wanted the space fo look
different yet still be cohesive.
At night, the room glows for
everyone in the neighborhood
fo see,” says Krafzer. Above:
The living room blends elegant
lines with contemporary
appoiniments, such as an Aria
Ventilatori ceiling fan crafted in
ltaly and a figurative sculpture
by Corbin Bronze. Leff: A
round, French Empire-style
fable in the entry hints at the
thoughtful layers throughout
the rest of the home.
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Above and opposite: A black
table from Ainsworth-Noah
and Louis XVEstyle chairs
anchor the dining room,
designed for formal and casual
gatherings alike. Right:
Elements such as a custom
hood by Mill and Forge, an
anfique light fixture, and
exposed beams lend interest
in the kitchen. Smart cabinetry
solutions offer ample storage
while a large, walnuttopped
island serves as a sturdy
surface for meal preparation.
Opposite: A crisp and
comfortable verve plays out
in the outdoor living area with
an upholstered sofa, woven
chairs, and a sfriped rug to
soften the predominantly
brick space.
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they use all the time,” says Kratzer.

The home, heavily influenced by the work of
renowned Baton Rouge architect A. Hays Town,
incorporates his signature elements. The archi-
tecture firm of Pritchett and Dixon was tasked
with designing a house reminiscent of traditional
Louisiana homes while creating interest in the
newly constructed quarters. Authentic materials,
such as a slate roof, reclaimed heart pine wood
floors, and pecky cypress pocket doors, establish
a sense of permanence. A charming pigeonniere
and a brick courtyard, humming with the soft sway
of banana palms, offer a transportive experience.
The front facade is a study in symmetry with
raised stairs leading to a wide porch that can
be accessed by four sets of triple-hung windows.
“The design of the house is such that when you
open the front door, you can see all the way to
the back courtyard. In creating the spatial
arrangement of furniture, I was careful to make
sure that the sight line flows,” says the designer.

Lofty 12-foot ceilings and an abundance of
natural light are complemented by Kratzer’s airy
interiors. “The design reflects the style and
personality of my clients. The goal was to make it
beautiful but comfortable and timeless yet fresh
and up to date,” she says. To bridge the traditional
architecture with a footprint conducive to modern
living, Kratzer employed an understated verve
that is carried throughout the home. White walls
with cream undertones play off the warmth of the
heart pine floors, while richer hues, such as
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Above: The courtyard’s private quality is heightened with a variety of shading palms and a babbling fountain. Rattan and iron fumiture featuring

lime green cushions mirror the fropicalike landscape. Below: The home's A. Hays Town-inspired pigeonniere serves a practical purpose with room for
seasonal storage. “The powder room, while tiny, has a lot of look. | like to play up small spaces with interesting surfaces and great fumiture,” notes Kratzer
of its chinoiserie wall file and demilune turned vanity. Opposite: In the master bathroom, the designer reimagined a fraditional Greek Revival-style black-
and-white checkerboard floor as a tonal travertine pattern. A serene scheme in the master bedroom is achieved with layered neutrals and a double

sheer pelmet delicately ensconcing the headboard. A framed large-scale, hand-painted mural on paper makes an artful siatement.

marigold and cranberry, are featured in artwork
and upholstery. A collection of well-appointed
antiques and thoughtful details, like the kitchen’s
painted floors by artist Brian Carter, lend a layer
of history. The kitchen and dining room share an
exposed brick wall with an inset glass cabinet to
display heirloom china and crystal, creating a
connection between the two spaces.

“A big, open kitchen that flows easily into the
dining and living spaces makes sense for entertain-
ing and functionality. The home’s center hall design
keeps their most used spaces conveniently located,”
she says. The dining room leads to the outdoor
living area, a natural extension of the welcoming
interiors from which to appreciate each of Atlanta’s
seasons comfortably. The home is often the setting
for all manner of events from neighborhood
fundraisers to intimate gatherings that reflect the
gracious Louisiana hospitality of its owners. “The
couple loves to entertain, and the house is designed
with that in mind,” she says. “Their daughter was
recently married, and they were able to have their
family and friends over to enjoy the warm, relaxed,
and inviting feel of the home.”
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